[The value of combined use of bone marrow smear and section in lymphoma for diagnosis and staging].
To explore the value of combined use of bone marrow smear and section in lymphoma for diagnosis and staging. Smears of peripheral blood and bone marrow from 114 cases of lymphoma were stained according to Wright. Plastic embedded sections of the 114 cases were stained according to HE, HGF and Gomori. None of the 7 patients with Hodgkin's lymphoma (HD) presented bone marrow involvement, while 32 (29.9%) of the 107 patients with Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) presented bone marrow involvement, 13 (40.6%) of the 32 cases in stage I, II, III were promoted to stage IV after bone marrow examination. In 5 of the 32 patients without lymphadenopathy the diagnosis of lymphoma was established through bone marrow study. Lymphoma cells in bone marrow and peripheral blood varied in morphology. Bone marrow involvement might be focal (81.3%) or diffused (18.7%). There were mainly five type: (1) Small lymphocyte type. (2) blast-like lymphocyte type. (3) multimorphology type. (4) lymphoplasmacytoid cell type. (5) granuloma type. Bone marrow examination is of importance in patients with known or suspected lymphomas and it may be diagnostic in patients without lymphadenopathy or in cases with no conclusive histological evidence from other sites.